Our pre-school (Little Jesters) and Reception class form a cohesive Early Years unit, ensuring that
our child’s travsition into school is seamless.

Ovie of the key bevefits in our pre-school setting is +hat children have the opportuvity to progress
into our Reception class and continue their educational journey with minimal disruption.

We value the Characteristics of Effective Learving avd therefore these are at +he core of our Early
Nears curriculum,

Characteristics of Effective Leaming
Playing and Exploring

Children are encouraged to play with what they know and +o develop the confidevce +o ‘have a go’. We
offer our children an experience that will foster a love of learving within a safe and stimulating
environment, We build positive and secure relationships which allow our children +o flonrish.

Active Leaming

We have both av indoor and an outdoor environment in both of our Early Years settings. These are
carefully resourced +o support our children o become independent learners. Childrew are supported +o
be more resilient: to keep on trying and achieve what they set out o do, even if it is difficult. we
follow the childrew’s interests v our provision which develops high levels of engagement and motivated
to learn.

Creating and Thinking Criticall

As children engage v a broad ravge of activities i Early Years, they begin to actively think about the
meaning of what they are doing. Children will begin to generate wew ideas, make links between
experiences and learving and become problem solvers.

Our Approach to Leaming

At Berkeley, we believe that play is the greatest gift we can give +o our childrew. Play based learnivg
provides opportuvities for children +o actively and imaginatively engage with people, objects and +he
environment. Children are waturally wmotivated by play. Our play based curriculum builds on this
motivation, using play as a context for learving. In +his context, children can explore, experiment,
discover and solve problems v an imagivative way.

We provide a balavced diet of adult-directed and child-led learning opportuvities thronghout +he week.
The children also have access to a variety of areas withiv the classroom and outdoors where they can
independently choose and lead their own learving. We encourage children’s learving and natural cariosity
through duality interactions that aim to stretch their thinking +o higher levels



Intent

Curriculum

What do the
children need to
know?

Implementation
Pedagogy

The vehicle in which
children are taught.

Curriculum

By the and af CYFS at BPS the dhildren need ba...

= Have developed the Characteristics of EHective Learmang
[Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, Craasting and Thinking
Crizizally]

= Have embedded the knowledge and skills set out in the
Development Matters Carly Learning Goals for all 7areas of
learning.

= Have developed the skills to be happy and independent

learnars to tramsition successfully inta Year 1.

bmipact

Implementation
Pedagopy

Asspssment

A balanced diet of adult-directed and child-led laarming
opportunities that are dacumented thraugh abservatians Lsing
Evidence Me and books har Phanics, Uteracy and Maths

= Carefully planned continuous provision that is based on owr

= LY Lead manitors effectivensss of provisian through book locks
wnd abservation checks ai Evidence Me.

» We talk to children and use appropriate quastioning to
determine whether learning is embedded. We alsa maniter
children’s engagement and interactions,

= Children leave the EYFS at BPS with & wecure, embedded

understanding of all seven arsas of the currculum.

themeftopic as well a the children's Interests.

= Achassroam environment that is accessible for ehildren with

enhancements sdded where necessary.
=  Interactions are highly valued and seen &5 kearning opportunities.

*  Children leave Reception with the skills to be successful as
* Wi b Develipment Matters as o guide during aur planning and independesit earners as they transition int Year 1.

work towards the Carly Learning Goals.



Curriculum

The Early Years Foundation Stage carriculum is made up of sevew areas of learving. We work towards
our children achieving the Early Learving Goals by the time they complete their time in the EYFS. Our
EMFS environmewts are carefully plawmed and well-resourced +o cater for each of these areas. We offer
a broad range of experiences for our children, both indoors and outdoors. Our Early Years +eam plav a
ravge of purposeful activities which inspire and engage children as well as match the different levels
of vneed.

The sevew areas of learving that shape our Early Years curricalam are:
The 3 prime areas are:

o Commuvication and Language
o Physical Development
o Personal, Social and Emotional Development

The 4 specific areas are:

o Literacy

o  Wathematics

o Understanding +he World

o Expressive Arts and Desig

Assessment

Durivg the first few weeks of pre-school/ Reception, we will find out what the children already know
and can do and use this nformation +o help us plan the children’s next steps.

Each child has their oww electronic learning journal on an onlive app called Evidence We. We use this to
keep evidence of +their learving through photographs and commentary about what they have been
doing. Parents also have full access to this at home and can contribute o this. Parents/ carers caw
upload photos and comments to their child’s learning journal which allows us to gain a holistic view of
each child.

Assessiments are completed three times a year and this is dove through gathering evidence of each
child through observations and work samples, as well as teacher/ practitioner judgement. At the end
of the academic year parents will receive a report for their child that outlives their successes
throughont the vear.



